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13 Masterpieces to See at the Newly
Reopened Studio Museum in Harlem

As New York museums go, the Studio Museum in Harlem does not hold the largest collection, or even the widest-reaching
one, but this has always been a feature, not a bug. First opened in 1968, the museum is focused specifically on artists of
African descent, which means it’s been dedicated to Black artists much longer than most institutions in the city. While
others have played catch-up in recent years, the Studio Museum has only made its holdings even richer—acquiring its first
Basquiat painting in 2023, for example.

The wealth of treasures in the Studio Museum’s possession is obvious based on the collection display currently on view.
Following a seven-year closure, the museum has officially unveiled its new home, designed by Adjaye Associates at a cost of
$160 million. The beautiful building’s greatest contribution to this elite museum? More galleries, which means more space
to show of the institution’s wonderful holdings.

Here’s your guide to 13 terrific works to see at the new Studio Museum in Harlem, which officially begins welcoming the
public on November 15.

Tony Cokes, Evil.13.5 (4 OE), 2022

| do believe
that style
IS a resistance

Tony Cokes, EVil.13.5 (4 OE), 2022. Photo : Christopher Garcia Valle/ARTnews

Words with the power to shape the world have long been the subject of Tony Cokes’s videos, many of which lift phrases
from others’ texts and set them to pop music. The “OE” of this one’s title is Okwui Enwezor, the late curator whose
exhibitions and books made space for artists from Africa, Asia, and Latin America in a Eurocentric canon. Drawn from a
2015 interview with Enwezor that was led by curator Amelie Klein, the text here takes up the notion of “recycling” among
African designers, an act that Cokes, an American, makes literal by reusing and remaking Enwezor’s words. “So we have to
really rethink all these different concepts,” reads the screen at one point. An accompanying soundtrack by D] Hank makes
heavy use of an Amerie sample in which the singer breathily intones the phrase: “I'm ready”
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