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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ
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Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Visual Art

píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí
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Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ
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óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe
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íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~
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Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Visual Art

píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ
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~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Visual Art

píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê
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Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ
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Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of
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Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ
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Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ
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rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Visual Art

píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Visual Art

píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Visual Art

píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Visual Art

píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge
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Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Visual Art

píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ
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éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ

qhe=ceåíeêéáece=çf=píeff~åá=geãáëçå’ë=eñhábáíáçå=~í=dêeeåe=k~fí~äá=áë=heê

åeïI=íïeåíóJãáåìíe=îáÇeçI=Bound=EOMOQFK=fí=áë=ëäçïI=~äãçëí=ãeÇáí~íáîeI=áå

áíë=é~cáågI=~åÇ=áåáíá~ääó=íheêe’ë=åçí=ãìch=íç=ëeeW=~å=eñé~åëe=çf=ëâóI=ïháíe

cäçìÇë=fäáííáåg=~cêçëë=íhe=ëcêeeåI=íhe=çcc~ëáçå~ä=íê~áä=çf=~=éä~åe=~ëceåÇáågI=~ää

~ë=áf=îáeïeÇ=íhêçìgh=~=ëcêáã=éêáåíeÇ=ïáíh=~=äçgç=íh~í=êe~Çë=“pâó_çìåÇK”

qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë
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Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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píeff~åá=geãáëçå

Aruna D’Souza

The artist’s new exhibition explores freedom, confinement, and 

flight in the Black imaginary.

píeff~åá=geãáëçåW=_çìåÇ, Greene Naftali, RMU West Twenty-Sixth Street,

New York City, through March VI=OMOQ
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Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.

Follow us Facebook Twitter Instagram

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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qh~í=äçgç=h~ééeåë=íç=be=íhe=bê~åÇ=çf=íhe=ä~êgeëí=íê~ãéçäáåe=cçãé~åó=áå=íhe

rpI=~åÇ=áíë=å~ãe=éçáåíë=íç=íhe=Çá~äecíác~ä=íeåëáçå=íh~í=êìåë=íhêçìgh=íhe=ëhçï

—~=bçíhL~åÇ=cçåÇáíáçå=êeîçäîáåg=~êçìåÇ=íhe=éçíeåíá~ä=çf=_ä~câ=bçÇáeë=íç

äe~é=~åÇ=ëç~ê=Çeëéáíe=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=gê~îáíó=~åÇ=çíheêI=äeëë=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë

âeeé=íheã=íeíheêeÇK

bîeåíì~ääóI=~=å~êê~íáçå=begáåëW=ïe=he~ê=íhe=îçáce=çf=o~óèì~å=jáåçê=~åÇ

íheåI=~fíeê=~å=áåíeêäìÇeI=íh~í=çf=ph~Çáó~=bïáågI=bçíh=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=`hác~gç

óçìíh=~cêçb~íác=çêg~åáò~íáçåI=íhe=geëëe=tháíe=qìãbäáåg=qe~ãI=~ccçêÇáåg=íç

íhe=cêeÇáíë=çå=íhe=checâäáëíK=Eqhe=ëíçêáeÇ=gêçìéI=eëí~bäáëheÇ=áå=NVRVI=h~ë

ëé~ïåeÇ=~=ïhçäe=ecçëóëíeã=çf=_ä~câ=góãå~ëíác=íêçìéeë=áå=íhe=cáíó=çîeê=íhe

Çec~ÇeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=íhe=`hác~gç=_çóòI=ïhç=~éée~ê=áå=íhe=îáÇeçKF=^í=fáêëíI

jáåçê=~åÇ=bïáåg=ëeeã=íç=be=Çeëcêábáåg=ïh~í=áí=feeäë=äáâe=íç=ëçãeêë~ìäí

íhêçìgh=ëé~ceI=bìí=~fíeê=~=feï=ãçãeåíë=áí=becçãeë=cäe~ê=íh~í=íheó=~êe=åçí

ëáãéäó=í~äâáåg=~bçìí=~cêçb~íácë—íheó=~êe=áã~gáåáåg=í~âáåg=fäághíK=jáåçê

~ääìÇeë=íç=íhe=ë~feíó=fäóáåg=~ffçêÇëW=“qhe=ïáåÇ=áë=åçí=h~êëhI=åç=bìgë=ìé

íheêeK=qhe=ëìå=feeä=gççÇ=~åÇ=f=gçí=ãó=ëïe~íeê=àìëí=áå=c~ëe=íhe=ïáåÇ=áí=geíë

íçç=cçäÇK=pç=f=feeä=êe~ä=gççÇ=àìëí=íçI=ëïççé=~åÇ=gäáÇeK=f=feeä=êe~ä=ë~feK=f=feeä

äáâe=c~å’í=åçíháåg=íçìch=ãeK=f’ã=åçí=íçç=hágh=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=éä~åe=c~å=geí

ãe=~åÇ=f’ã=åçí=íçç=äçï=íç=ïheêe=~=K=K=K=íêee=c~å=ëcê~ích=ãeK”=bïáåg=Çêe~ãë

çf=eëc~éáåg=bçíh=heê=ãçíheê’ë=ëìêîeáää~åce=~åÇ=heê=bçÇó’ë=äáãáí~íáçåëW=“f’ã

ìëì~ääó=cçäÇI=f’ã=~åeãác—ëç=äáâeI=íhe=ïáåÇ=~åÇ=eîeêóíháåg=áí=àìëíI=eîeêóíháåg

ï~ë=çâ~óK”=Ef=ëìggeëí=éácâáåg=ìé=~å=~ìÇáç=íê~åëcêáéíáçå=fêçã=íhe=g~ääeêó

Çeëâ—íhe=áåëí~ää~íáçå’ë=ëçìåÇ=áë=ëäághíäó=ãìÇÇóI=~åÇ=óçì=Ççå’í=ï~åí=íç=ãáëë

íhe=êe~ä=ëïeeíåeëë=áå=íheëe=íeeå~geêë’=ïçêÇëKF

_eíïeeå=íhe=íïç=îçáceJçîeêëI=ïe=~êe=éêeëeåíeÇ=ïáíh=ëçãeíháåg=çíheê=íh~å

ëâóW=fáêëíI=íhe=ëíêá~íáçåë=çf=~=íê~ãéçäáåe=ëhçí=fêçã=beäçï=~åÇ=íheå=íhe=à~êêáåg

íhìãéë=çf=bçÇáeë=bçìåcáåg=çåíç=áí=~åÇ=äe~éáåg=áåíç=íhe=beóçåÇK=cêçã=çìê

îáeïéçáåíI=íhe=góãå~ëíë=ëeeã=íç=ä~ìåch=ëíê~ághí=áåíç=íhe=ëcêeeåK=^fíeê=ãçêe

ëhçíë=çf=íhe=ëâó—Ç~óäághí=bäìe=~åÇ=åághííáãe=bä~câ—íhe=c~ãeê~=ëháfíë=íç=~

hçêáòçåí~ä=~ñáëI=ïáíh=íhe=`hác~gç=ëâóäáåe=áå=íhe=Çáëí~åce=~åÇ=fágìêeë=áå

éêçfáäeK=kçïI=~fíeê=~=íeåëe=ëçåác=bìáäÇìé=áå=íhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ—Çêìãë=éä~óeÇ

bó=_ê~åÇçå=“_ìò”=açå~äÇ—íhe=góãå~ëíë=î~ìäí=çff=íhe=ìåëeeå=íê~ãéçäáåe

áåíç=íhe=~áêK=te=åeîeê=ïáíåeëë=íheã=ä~åÇX=íheó=Çáë~éée~ê=áåíç=~=fä~ëh=çf

ïháíe=ëóåchêçåáòeÇ=íç=~=cê~ëh=çf=cóãb~äëI=~=fäçìêáëh=f~ãáäá~ê=íç=~åóçåe

ïhç’ë=beeå=íç=íhe=cáêcìëK=qhe=ëçìåÇíê~câ=áë=cçãéäeñ=heêeW=íhe=àçófìä=ch~ííeê

çf=cháäÇêeå=cheeêáåg=e~ch=çíheê=çåI=açå~äÇ’ë=éeêcìëëáçåI=~åÇ=íheåI

cçåíê~ÇácíçêáäóI=gáîeå=íhe=âáåÇ=çf=cçêéçêe~ä=fêeeÇçã=ïe’îe=he~êÇ=ÇeëcêábeÇ

~åÇ=ëeeå=eå~cíeÇI=íhe=keääó=cìêí~Çç=chçêìë=fêçã=cäç=oáÇ~’ë=OMMV=“gìãé”W

“theå=f=ë~ó=àìãéI=óçì=ë~ó=hçï=hágh”—~=Çáëëçå~åí=êeãáåÇeê=çf=íhe=éçïeêë

íh~í=âeeé=ìëI=ïeääI=bçìåÇK

qheêe=~êe=íïç=cêìcá~ä=êefeêeåceë=íh~í=ìåÇeêéáå=íhe=ëhçïW=íhe=ãóíh=çf=íhe

“fäóáåg=^fêác~åI”=çå=íhe=çåe=h~åÇI=~åÇ=íhe=dêeeâ=ãóíh=çf=fc~êìëI=çå=íhe

çíheêK=qhe=fçêãeê=áë=~å=~ccçìåíI=é~ëëeÇ=Ççïå=íhêçìgh=geåeê~íáçåë=çf

^fêác~å=^ãeêác~åëI=çf=íhe=ëìéeêJheêçác=éçïeê=çf=íheáê=fçêbe~êëI=ïhçI=befçêe

beáåg=í~âeå=áåíç=ëä~îeêóI=ïeêe=~bäe=íç=ëç~ê=íhêçìgh=íhe=~áêK=qhe=í~äe=äáåâeÇ

íhe=éçëëábáäáíó=çf=eëc~ée=fêçã=bçåÇ~ge—~åÇ=eîeå=çf=êeíìêåáåg=íç=~=éä~ce=çf

çêágáåI=~=êeîeêë~ä=çf=íhe=jáÇÇäe=m~ëë~ge—íç=êeg~áåáåg=íh~í=äçëí=~báäáíóK=qhe

ëíçêó=ïeåÇeÇ=áíë=ï~ó=fêçã=dìää~h=fçäâäçêe=áåíç=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ëéáêáíì~äëX

íhe=äáíeê~íìêe=çf=qçåá=jçêêáëçåI=o~äéh=bääáëçåI=m~ìäe=j~êëh~ääI=~åÇ=lcí~îá~

_ìíäeêX=~åÇ=cháäÇêeå’ë=beÇíáãe=ëíçêáeëI=áåcäìÇáåg=~=ceäebê~íeÇ=bççâ=bó

sáêgáåá~=e~ãáäíçåW=“qheó=ë~ó=íhe=éeçéäe=cçìäÇ=fäóK=p~ó=íh~í=äçåg=~gç=áå

^fêác~I=ëçãe=çf=íhe=éeçéäe=âåeï=ã~gácK=^åÇ=íheó=ïçìäÇ=ï~äâ=ìé=çå=íhe=~áê

äáâe=cäáãbáå’=ìé=çå=~=g~íeK=^åÇ=íheó=fäeï=äáâe=bä~câbáêÇë=çîeê=íhe=fáeäÇëK

_ä~câI=ëháåó=ïáågë=fä~ééáå’=~g~áåëí=íhe=bäìe=ìé=íheêeK”

ff=íhe=îáÇeç=fçêegêçìåÇë=íhe=fäóáåg=^fêác~åI=áå=íhe=êeëí=çf=íhe=g~ääeêóI=fc~êìë

í~âeë=~=ceåíê~ä=êçäeK=tháäe=háë=ëíçêó=áë=çfíeå=êecçìåíeÇ=~ë=~=ï~êåáåg=~g~áåëí

hìbêáë—fc~êìë=ï~ë=~êêçg~åí=íç=íháåâ=he=cçìäÇ=Çefó=íhe=å~íìê~ä=fçêceë=çf

gê~îáíó=~åÇ=íhe=gçÇë=~í=çåce—heêeI=~ë=ïáíh=íhe=^fêác~å=^ãeêác~å=ãóíhI=íhe

fçcìë=áë=çå=háë=~ëéáê~íáçå=~åÇ=háë=èìeëí=fçê=fêeeÇçãW=fc~êìë=~åÇ=háë=f~íheêI

a~eÇ~äìëI=ïeêe=~ííeãéíáåg=íç=fäee=áãéêáëçåãeåíI=~åÇ=fçê=~ää=íhe=fçcìë=çå=háë

f~ääI=fc~êìëI=fçê=~=feï=ïçåÇeêfìä=ãçãeåíëI=~äëç=fäeïK=ee=~éée~êëI=áå=háë

eåíáêeíó=çê=ëóåecÇçchác~ääóI=áå=~=ëeêáeë=çf=é~áåíáågë=E~ää=fêçã=OMOQI=~ää=å~ãeÇ

Untitled [Bound]F=ã~Çe=ïáíh=~cêóäác=é~áåí=çå=fçìåÇ=gä~ëë=íh~í=h~ë=beeå

ãáêêçêeÇI=cêe~íáåg=~=êefäecíáîe=effecíI=ëìch=íh~í=íhe=bêìëhëíêçâeë=ëeeã=íç

hçîeê=áå=~å=áåÇeíeêãáå~íe=ëé~ceK=pçãe=~êe=hìåg=çå=íhe=ï~ääI=çíheêë=ëí~åÇ=çå

íhe=fäççêI=~åÇ=óeí=çíheêë=~êe=ãçìåíeÇ=çå=íïç=ëcìäéíìêeë=EUntitled

[Projection]FI=ëc~ffçäÇë=çf=g~äî~åáòeÇ=ëíeeä=~åÇ=bê~ëë=éçäeë=íh~í=åçÇ=íç=bçíh

íhe=àìågäe=góã=~åÇ=íhe=háÇÇeå=~éé~ê~íìë=çf=~=íhe~íeêK=qhe=à~ggeÇ=ëí~êë=áå

çåe=çf=íheëe=é~áåíáågë=ëeeã=íç=be=éìääeÇ=fêçã=íhe=b~câgêçìåÇ=çf=eeåêá

j~íáëëe’ë=ácçåác=cìíJé~éeê=éçêíê~ó~ä=çf=íhe=dêeeâ=ch~ê~cíeê=fêçã=háë=NVQT

bççâ=JazzI=ïháäe=íhe=gäóéhJäáâe=fágìêe=áå=~åçíheê=èìçíeë=m~bäç=mác~ëëç’ë=ëí~ge

Çeëágåë=fçê=peêge=iáf~ê’ë=NVSO=b~ääeí=Icar=fçê=íhe=m~êáë=lé¨ê~K=qhe=~ääìëáçåë

íç=íhe~íeê=~åÇ=ëí~gecê~fí=êecìê=áå=~=ÇecçããáëëáçåeÇ=c~åî~ë=b~câÇêçé

Çeéácíáåg=~=êçìghäó=ëâeícheÇ=ëâó=íh~í=íhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=ãçìåíeÇ=áå=êeîeêëe=çå

íhe=ï~ää=beháåÇ=íhe=îáÇeç=ëcêeeåK=Eqhe=~êíáëí=h~ë=~=äçågJëí~åÇáåg=áåíeêeëí=áå

_ä~câ=íhe~íeêëI=bçíh=~ë=háëíçêác~ä=ëáíeë=çf=áåîeåíáçå=~åÇ=~ë=cçåíeãéçê~êó

êìáåëKF

iáâe=ãìch=çf=geãáëçå’ë=e~êäáeê=ïçêâI=Bound=Ebçíh=íhe=îáÇeç=~åÇ=íhe

eñhábáíáçå=~ë=~=ïhçäeF=eñéäçêeë=íhe=ï~óë=íh~í=_ä~câ=fçäâë=h~îe=ëìêîáîeÇ=bó

íê~åëfçêãáåg=íhe=äáãáí~íáçåë=éä~ceÇ=çå=íheã=áåíç=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó=~åÇ=cêe~íáîe

éhóëác~ä=fe~íë—çêI=éeêh~éëI=áí=éä~óë=ïáíh=íhe=áÇe~=íh~í=ëìch=eñíê~çêÇáå~êó

~åÇ=cêe~íáîe=éhóëác~ä=fe~íë=ãághí=h~îe=íheáê=çêágáåë=áå=_ä~câ=ëìêîáî~äK=Eeeê

OMNM–NN=Escaped LunaticI=fçê=eñ~ãéäeI=áë=ëíêìcíìêeÇ=~ë=~=ch~ëe=ëceåeI=ïáíh

íhe=êçäe=çf=íhe=fìgáíáîe=eå~cíeÇ=bó=ãeãbeêë=çf=~=é~êâçìê=íe~ãI=ëìggeëíáåg

íh~í=íhe=gê~îáíóJÇefóáåg=~êí=fçêã=ã~ó=h~îe=eãeêgeÇ=fêçã=~=háëíçêó=çf=_ä~câ

ãeå=beáåg=éìêëìeÇ=bó=éçäáceI=çê=~í=äe~ëí=áåëáëíeåíäó=~äágåáåg=íhe=íïç

éheåçãeå~KF=qhe=íeeå~geêë=áå=geãáëçå’ë=åeï=îáÇeç—ãçëíäóI=~ë=íhe=`hác~gç

_çóò=ïebëáíe=éçáåíë=çìíI=“áååeê=cáíó=óçìíhI”=äáîáåg=áå=_ä~câ=åeághbçêhççÇë

Çê~áåeÇ=çf=eÇìc~íáçå~ä=~åÇ=çíheê=êeëçìêceëI=~åÇ=ëíê~ågäeÇ=çf=çééçêíìåáíó=~ë

~=êeëìäí—~êe=bçìåÇI=heäÇ=áå=éä~ceK=_ìí=íh~åâë=íç=íheáê=~íhäeíác=ëâáääëI=íheáê

áã~gáå~íáçåëI=~åÇ=íhe=~êíáëí’ë=c~ååó=fçêã~ä=ëíê~íegáeëI=ïe=c~å=ëee=íheã

êecä~áã=íheáê=~åceëíê~ä=äeg~có—íheó=~êe=~ääçïeÇI=~í=äe~ëí=ãçãeåí~êáäóI=íç

eëc~éeI=íç=í~âe=fäághíI=íç=fáåÇ=fêeeÇçãK

Aruna D’Souza is a writer and critic based in New York. She contributes to

the keï=vçêâ=qáãeë and Q`çäìãåë. Her new book, on the treachery of

emotions, will be published by Floating Opera Press this spring.
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Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.

• •  •

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Bound, 2024 (still). HD video, color, sound, 20 minutes
22 seconds. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan
Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison, Same Time, 2024. Decommissioned canvas backdrop,
HD video, color, sound. Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo:
Zeshan Ahmed.

Steffani Jemison: Bound, installation view. Courtesy the artist and
Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed. Pictured, left: Untitled
(Projection), 2024. Galvanized steel, brass pole, metal hardware, found
silvered glass, and acrylic. Right: Untitled (Bound), 2024. Found
silvered glass, metal hardware, and acrylic.

Steffani Jemison, Untitled (Projection), 2024 (detail). Galvanized steel,
brass pole, metal hardware, found silvered glass, and acrylic. Courtesy
the artist and Greene Naftali. Photo: Zeshan Ahmed.
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